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NIGHT OF 11,000 STARS TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
October 18, 2018, 5 p.m. | Bob Keefer Sports Center | $80/person
Join us for an evening of good fun, great food and delightful student entertainment at the
ninth annual Night of 11,000 Stars. Presented by Timber Products Company, this one-of-akind gala fundraiser supports the nearly 11,000 students attending Springfield Public Schools.
Proceeds from this special evening kick off the Springfield Education Foundation’s annual
fundraising campaign and fuels our Innovative Educator Grants. The night’s festivities
include student entertainment, a raffle, wine wall, dessert dash, a special paddle raise for
students and a live auction featuring new packages, including:

Thank you to our 2018 sponsors!
PRESENTING SPONSOR

• Royal Caribbean Alaskan Cruise for 2: 7-nights, sailing from Seattle
• Costa Rica Getaway for 2: Airfare and a 5-night stay at Los Suenos Marriott Ocean &
Golf Resort (Playa Herradura) or JW Marriott Guanacaste Resort & Spa (Tamarindo)
Tickets are $80 per person and include
appetizers, a buffet dinner and complimentary
beer and wine. Register online:
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org.
For information or to sponsor a table, call
541-726-3365.

Dancers from Two Rivers – Dos Ríos
Elementary School perform at the 2017
Night of 11,000 Stars Gala and Auction.

SEF GRANT IN ACTION
Drumming towards better health
When Alicia Chamness began teaching P.E. at
Briggs Middle School, she wanted to offer her
students more than the standard curriculum. She
heard about a program called DrumFIT, which
she purchased through an Innovative Educator
Grant from the Springfield Education Foundation.
“DrumFIT is a rhythmic, aerobic fitness activity
for students, where they each have a pair of
drumsticks, a ball and a stand,” Alicia says.

Teacher Alicia Chamness leads her
students in a DrumFIT workout.

The program has made P.E. more fun, in a non-competitive environment, where
every student can participate, regardless of physical limitations. It’s also increased
student attendance.
“My students are learning and growing in new ways, because of this program. It’s
incredible to know that someone out there gave to the foundation to make this happen
and support the dreams I have for my students.”
Applications for Springfield Education Foundation’s 2018-19 Innovative Educator Grants
are being accepted through Oct. 1, 2018. Visit SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/grants.

Empowering student success through community engagement.
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One of the greatest joys for me as
executive director of the Springfield
Education Foundation is visiting
classrooms and seeing students’ lives
changed through the grant money
provided by SEF.
I’ve had the privilege of observing our
district’s skilled and dedicated teachers
at work, implementing the curriculum
and programs that you helped create
through your support of the foundation.
Our grant monies have given countless
students a reason to stay in school
Executive Director Sally Storm visits classrooms
and be engaged. We have first-graders
benefitting from SEF’s support.
building Lego robots, boys and girls
repairing automobiles, kindergarteners learning about the life cycle by hatching baby
chicks, among other examples of innovative learning.
You have enabled the school district to grow its graduation rate by 5.4 percent in the
2016-17 school year. With your help, we will continue to support engaging and innovative
programs to keep students excited, interested and learning! I invite you to contact me at
541-726-3243 to arrange a classroom visit and see first-hand the impact you are having.
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Springfield Public Schools are educating tomorrow’s workforce, including future
forest products employees. Through strategic investments in Career and Technical
Education programs (CTE), Springfield students are learning critical skills for a potential
career in wood and metal manufacturing, robotics, construction, technology, business
administration, mechanics and computer engineering.
Both comprehensive high schools have recently initiated a Natural Resources Pathway
to provide an interdisciplinary opportunity across curricula boundaries in environmental
science, landscape design and planning, forest ecology, local economic development,
mathematics, design, journalism and media, and other areas. The new Natural
Resources Pathway, which we hope to expand and grow throughout the school district,
provides an extraordinary opportunity for students and local businesses looking to hire
and train a 21st Century forest products industry workforce.
The Challenge:
Timber Products Company of Springfield
and its Chief Financial Officer, Erik Vos,
have generously pledged $15,000 to the
Springfield Education Foundation and are
issuing a challenge to other local forest
products industries and individuals to join
them in supporting SEF.
SEF is currently contacting forest
products industry leaders, introducing
ourselves and sharing what we do for
students and education in Springfield.
Thank you, Timber Products Company,
for supporting our efforts!
CTE programs teach students needed skills
to be successful in the workforce.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Christina San Filippo
Volunteering comes naturally
to Christina San Filippo. She
and her husband, Seth, owners
of Urban Lumber Company,
have proudly supported
Springfield Public Schools and
the community in various ways
for over a decade.
Heavily involved with school
activities at Douglas Gardens
Elementary, where their
children have attended for six
years, Christina now volunteers
for the Springfield Education
Foundation’s Night of 11,000
Stars Gala and Auction.

WELCOME BACK
School year brings new
opportunities for students

Volunteer Christina San Filippo (right) surprises teacher
Teresa Page with a SEF Innovative Educator Grant.

One of the most rewarding
moments volunteering with SEF came last year when she participated in the Grant
Givers Tour, surprising teachers across the district with Innovative Educator Grants.

“It was an incredible day of giving. The appreciation and emotion from the teachers
were inspirational, as was the excitement on the faces of our students,” Christina says.
Christina’s volunteer work with SEF has introduced her to a wonderful group of new
friends who share a common goal of helping our schools get the resources they
desperately need.
“What I have learned is that everything helps,” she says. “Every minute volunteered in
the classroom or at a fundraiser, every dollar donated to your local school or to SEF is
desperately needed and greatly appreciated. It takes a village to raise a child, and we are
lucky to live in Springfield, where organizations like SEF work so hard to make it happen
for our students.”
For volunteer opportunities: SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/volunteer-opportunities.

ALUMNI BEAT
Alumni Award nominations accepted through Dec. 1st
Do you know an outstanding graduate of
Springfield Public Schools who has gone
on to do great things in their community or
excelled professionally and academically?
Nominate them for a SEF Alumni Award:

From 2013-17, I served as a member of
the Springfield Education Foundation
Board of Directors. It is my pleasure
to join the board once again for the
2018-19 school year as Superintendent
of Springfield Public Schools.
On behalf of the School Board and
all the staff at Springfield Public
Schools, I want to thank you for your
support of the Springfield Education
Foundation. The Foundation is one
of the best partnerships for our
school district and has provided so
many incredible opportunities for
Springfield students.
When you give to the Springfield
Education Foundation, you make
an investment in the children of
Springfield and in the future of our
community.

Outstanding Alumni Award

Given in recognition of alumni for
significant contributions in professional
practice, personal achievement or
community service.

Bruce Smolnisky, Superintendent
Springfield Public Schools

Rising Alumni Award

Given in recognition of alumni who have
graduated in the last 10 years and who
have demonstrated significant potential,
through professional accomplishments,
academic honors, personal achievement
and/or community involvement.

It’s that wonderful and exciting time
of year that I truly love. The weather
is great and the air is full of promise
and high hopes. All your favorite
football teams are still undefeated
and the kids are going back to school.
The start of each year allows us all to
begin fresh once again.

Mindy and Derek Weber (SHS class of 2001),
along with alum Charlie Hester (not pictured),
accept the 2017 Outstanding Alumni Award.

Graduates of Academy of Arts and Academics, Gateways High School, Springfield High
School, Thurston High School and Willamette Leadership Academy are eligible. For
more information, visit: SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/alumni-awards.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Power student success through monthly support
Community support is key to helping students in Springfield unlock their potential. By
becoming a sustaining supporter of the Springfield Education Foundation, you provide
opportunities for students to learn, grow and succeed.
Giving monthly is an impactful and easy way to ensure our students have the continued
resources they need to be engaged and to explore what’s possible. It also provides a
steady source of revenue for the foundation while keeping fundraising costs low.
Sign-up to become a sustaining supporter of Springfield students today with the
enclosed giving envelope. You can also call the SEF office at 541-726-3365, or email
Jennifer@SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org for more information and to get started.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Grant Writing Workshop
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/grants

DEADLINE: All SEF grant applications
Monday, Oct. 1, 2018
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/grants

Night of 11,000 Stars Gala & Auction
Thursday, Oct. 18, 2018
Time: 5:00 p.m.
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/gala

Grant Giver’s Tour
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2018
Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, Nov. 27, 2018
Thanks to generous donors, Springfield students benefit from innovative and engaging programs.

Springfield Education Foundation
541-726-3243 | PO Box 663, Springfield, OR 97477

info@springfieldeducationfoundation.org
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org |

