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  Building a bright and successful future for all students through financial support and community involvement.

FUNDRAISING WITH ENTHUSIASM AND EXPERIENCE
When John Lively and community 
members formed the Springfield 
Education Foundation in 1994, they 
didn’t know what it would become 
or the impact it would have. 

“What the foundation has 
accomplished far exceeds what  
we initially thought we could  
achieve,” John says. “Unfortunately, 
with the insufficient public  
funding of K-12 education, the 
foundation’s support has  
become critically important. 
Helping kids succeed takes a strong partnership between schools and the community.”

This year, John is graciously serving as Chair of SEF’s annual fund campaign. As an 
Oregon legislator who is passionate about education, John’s commitment runs deep. 
Three generations of the Lively family have volunteered, taught and advocated for 
Springfield Public Schools. 

Recipients of SEF’s 2017 Legacy Family Award, John is a graduate of Thurston High 
School (Class of ’65) and his wife, Tresa (SHS Class of ’72), taught at Centennial 
Elementary School for 22 years. Their daughters, Marcia and Maria, both graduated 
from Springfield High School, where Maria is now a math teacher, and John and Tresa’s 
grandchildren currently attend school in Springfield.

The Lively family legacy in Springfield Public Schools spans 
three generations of dedication to students.

Join us for the eighth annual Night of 
11,000 Stars, a one-of-a-kind gala fundraiser 
that supports the nearly 11,000 students 
attending Springfield Public Schools.

Proceeds from this special evening, which 
includes a live auction, raffle and plenty of 
fun sprinkled in, kicks off the Springfield 
Education Foundation’s annual fundraising 
campaign and fuels our Innovative  
Educator Grants.

Night of 11,000 Stars is Thursday, Oct. 19  
at 5:00 p.m. at the Bob Keefer Sports 
Center (formerly the Willamalane Center) at 
250 S. 32nd St. in Springfield.

Tickets are $80 per person and include light appetizers, a buffet dinner and 
complimentary beer and wine. For information or to sponsor a table, call 541-726-3243  
or email info@springfieldeducationfoundation.org.

Night of 11,000 Stars raised $181,000 in 2016 
to support students and teachers in Springfield.
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CALLING ALL SPRINGFIELD INNOVATIVE EDUCATORS

ALUMNI BEAT
Alumni Award nominations 
accepted through Dec. 1st
Do you know an outstanding graduate of 
Springfield Public Schools who has gone 
on to do great things in their community or 
excelled professionally and academically? 
Nominate them for a SEF Alumni Award.

• Outstanding Alumni Award  
Given in recognition of alumni for 
significant contributions in professional 
practice, personal achievement or 
community service.

• Rising Alumni Award  
Given in recognition of alumni who have 
graduated in the last 10 years and have 
demonstrated significant potential, 
through professional accomplishments, 
academic honors, personal achievement 
and/or community involvement.

Graduates of Academy of Arts and Academics, Gateways High School, Springfield High 
School, Thurston High School and Willamette Leadership Academy are eligible. For more 
information, please visit: SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/alumni-awards.

Anna Godinez (SHS Class of 2013) received 
SEF’s 2017 Rising Alumni Award.

Applications for Springfield Education 
Foundation’s 2017–18 Innovative 
Educator Grants are being accepted 
through Oct. 1, 2017. We’re looking 
to fund programs that align with the 
foundation’s efforts to:

• Increase participation and boost 
attendance

• Reach underserved populations

• Improve graduation rates

• Promote career opportunities and 
college connections

In short, we’re looking for programs that 
empower student success.

Grants are awarded in amounts of 
$250–$3,000 and are available to any 
Springfield Public or Charter School 
employee. Funds can be used for 
classroom materials, computer software, field trips, guest speakers, school garden 
supplies and educator training. Last fall, SEF awarded 22 Innovative Educator Grants, 
totaling $51,375.

How to apply: 

Applicants must get proposal preapproval from a supervisor or principal; then applying 
is quick, easy and done online through SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org. Do NOT 
include identifying information in the body of your application, such as participating SPS 
staff, SPS schools or partnering organizations, or it will not be considered.

Only one application per person will be accepted. For more details, visit 
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org.

SEF board members Jake Hoffman and Micah 
Adams present Springfield High health teacher  
Nikki Danner with a 2017 Innovative Educator Grant.

http://SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org/alumni-awards
http://SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org
http://SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org


STEPPING UP
National recognition for SEF’s 
investment in students
The Springfield Education 
Foundation’s mission and endeavors 
in supporting students and teachers 
in Springfield Public Schools has been 
recognized on a national level.

In the nation’s only annual study and 
ranking of K-12 education foundations, 
the nonpartisan think tank Caruthers 
Institute ranks SEF eighth in its 
division, based on student population.

“To have the Springfield Education 
Foundation ranked in the top 10 is 
a very big deal, and we couldn’t be 
more pleased and proud of the work 
the foundation has done on behalf 
of students,” said Springfield Public 
Schools Superintendent Sue Rieke-
Smith. 

The study considered eight 
performance categories to determine 
the rankings:

• Annual revenues

• Revenues per student

• Total assets

• Assets per student

• Investment income

• Total program expenses

• Expenses per student

• Number of volunteers 

“Most parents and taxpayers are 
not aware of how K-12 education 
foundations are enhancing and 
innovating public education,” said 
study author Dewey Caruthers, 
noting, “Education foundations are 
providing vital programs for students 
and valuable grants for teachers that 
otherwise would not exist.”

The study was conducted at the 
beginning of the 2016-17 school year.

The Springfield School District’s Indian 
Education program is thriving, thanks in 
large part to ongoing support from the 
Springfield Education Foundation. 

In 2014, SEF helped the program secure 
an Oregon Community Foundation (OCF) 
grant that led to a permanent home for 
the program, establishing the Chifin 
Native Youth Center at Two Rivers-Dos 
Ríos Elementary School. 

The center has since served as a vibrant 
and bustling home for learning, leadership 
and cultural activities that engage Native 

youth and their families. During the school 
year, the center offers daily homework 
help, weekly craft nights and drum circles, 
workshops and community potlucks 
that bring multiple generations of family 
members together in a tight-knit group.  

Earlier this year, SEF helped the center 
reapply for the second year ($15,000) 
of a three-year OCF grant to create a 
sustainable program of ongoing academic 
services and cultural activities. Last 
spring, SEF hosted a luncheon for Chifin 
donors and supported the program’s 
Native graduation ceremony.

NATIVE STUDENTS EXPLORE CULTURAL BONDS

A GAME OF CHESS BECOMES A HISTORY LESSON
Hamlin Middle School teacher Colin Lyons 
likes to think outside of the box, or in this 
case, the board.

A recipient of a 2016 Innovative Educator 
Grant from the Springfield Education 
Foundation, Colin purchased 15 chess 
boards and materials to help teach medieval 
history to his seventh-grade students.

“When I first began teaching this subject, 
the students were glassy-eyed, and it 
was hard for them to relate and enjoy 
it,” Colin says. “Through chess, and 

understanding the role of each piece—
like why the queen is so powerful and 
can move so many spaces, and the 
bishop’s closeness to the King—the kids 
gain an understanding of feudal society 
more quickly.”

During the chess unit, the students 
competed in a bracketed tournament, 
and Colin opened his classroom at lunch 
and after school to kids who wanted to 
keep playing outside of class.

“I didn’t know how to play chess very 
well when we started, but it was fun to 
learn the information that way, instead 
of just reading facts in a book,” says 
Andrew, a student in the class. “I will 
never be able to look at a chess board in 
the same way again.”

“I will never be able to
look at a chess board in 
the same way again.”

-Andrew, student

The Chifin Native Youth Center provides learning and cultural activities for youth and their families.

Hamlin Middle School teacher Colin Lyons 
observes a student chess match.



Thanks to volunteer mentors from the 
community, students at Agnes Stewart 
and Hamlin Middle Schools are getting 
some extra help staying on track.

“It’s a win-win,” said Agnes Stewart 
Principal Jeff Fuller. “Students get access 
to another caring adult in their lives; 
volunteers experience the rewards of 
helping students be successful.” 

Mentors are typically assigned three 
sixth-grade students to meet with after 
each grading period, through the end of 
eighth grade. Students have a chance 
to talk about what’s going well in school 
and what isn’t, and share ideas about 
potential careers. Teachers report better 
attendance, improved grades and fewer 
referrals for students who participate. 

“For many of these students, it’s the first 
time anyone has asked them about future 
goals,” said mentor Bruce Smolnisky. 

“It’s great to see how they grow and 
change over the years as they start to 
think about what they want to do and how 
to get there.”  

Mentoring requires just a few hours  
each year for volunteers. If you’re 
interested in becoming a mentor and 
changing lives, email  
info@springfieldeducationfoundation.org

Want to INSPIRE students? 

Get involved!

Attend the Night of 11,000 

Stars gala.

Give a gift to the Springfield 

Education Foundation.

Become a volunteer.

Springfield Education Foundation 
541-726-3243 | PO Box 663, Springfield, OR 97477

info@springfieldeducationfoundation.org
SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org | 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MENTORS VOLUNTEER TO HELP 
STUDENTS ESTABLISH GOALS FOR THE FUTURE

Mentoring requires a small time commitment 
and can have a big impact on student success.

“It’s powerful to see kids  
starting to make that connection 

between success in school  
and success in life.”

-Deb Jolda, mentor

http://SpringfieldEducationFoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/springfieldeducationfoundation

