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Annual Report FY14-15
The Power of Demonstrated Impact
With the support of our donors and community, the Springfield Education
Foundation (SEF) has invested $735,367 into Springfield Public Schools since 2008,
providing academic resources, sustaining programs and giving ALL children access
to the tools they need to succeed. These resources come in many different forms—
from computers and iPads, to equipment and field trips—and they are not funded
through the school district’s budget. They are awarded to teachers and educators
who go above and beyond to connect, motivate and assist their students through
creative programs. These resources allow students to take control of their own
learning, giving them a chance to explore their abilities and achieve success.
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Dave, a 4th-grader, didn’t understand
fractions. His teacher at Mt. Vernon
Elementary, Pat Gagnon (above),
created an innovative math project
using iPads that were funded by SEF.
Dave learned fractions quickly with
this project. He got so excited that his
attendance improved and he began
teaching his classmates about math.

SEF supports mentoring programs
at Hamlin and Agnes Stewart Middle
Schools, pairing students with adults
in the community. With guidance
from their mentors, students receive
encouragement to stay on track
academically, and they begin to think
about their future in new and
exciting ways.

Innovative Educator Grants are
designed to encourage, facilitate,
recognize and reward innovative
and creative teaching to further
student excellence. “SEF awarded 22
innovative educator grants to teachers
and administrators last year, totaling
$35,000. A total of 222 have been
awarded since 2010.”

With a $5,000 matching grant,
Lane Arts Council provided an arts
apprenticeship program, pairing
Hamlin students with working artists
to learn about their craft and work
responsibilities. Students were
exposed to textiles, music, ceramics,
welding, graphic design and acting.

INCREASING SUPPORT
Five-Year Summary
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Building bright and successful futures for all students through financial support and community involvement.

“It was a lot of fun playing for other people.
I was kind of nervous, but it made us better.”
- Adam, cello player in the advanced strings program

TECHNOLOGY

SEF invested $23,109 in technology last year, including
support for Thurston High School’s competitive robotics
program, which was made possible through donations from
Timber Products, Symantec and others. The foundation
introduces students and teachers to tools and techniques
they can use now and in the future.

SCIENCE & MATH

With your support, SEF is helping prepare our students for
the 21st-century marketplace by providing hands-on, cuttingedge STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
instruction. An Innovative Educator Grant helped STEM
teacher Nicola Shaddon (above) establish a garden at Page
Elementary School to teach her students about healthy eating.
This year, her classes built bug houses, planted flowers and
vegetables and learned about caring for the environment.
STEM projects that have been made possible with SEF grants
include Lego Robotics at Centennial Elementary School for
4th and 5th grade students and a weather balloon project at
Briggs Middle School.
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LITERACY

Students who can read at grade level have a much better
chance of being successful in school. That’s why SEF is a
proud supporter of Gift of Literacy, a six-month long literacy
program for 1st grade students. Last year, 894 students
participated in Gift of Literacy, which culminates with a
celebration of reading at Lane Community College. Each
student is given a new, hardbound book and a public library card.

ARTS & MUSIC

Through SEF grants, students are able to experience
art and music in ways that would not be possible under
the constraints of the school district’s budget. Through
an Innovative Educator Grant, approximately 25 music
students at Hamlin Middle School were able to participate
in an advanced strings program last year. The students
performed at two assisted living facilities and at Cozmic
Pizza, which boosted their confidence. “It was a lot of fun
playing for other people. I was kind of nervous, but it made
us better,” said Adam, a cello player in the group.
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